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Tactical Decision Games in a 
Virtual Setting 

During the Spring 2020 semester, Army Reserve 
Officer 7raininJ &oXrse �5O7&� caGeWs aW 
5ensselaer 3ol\WecKnic ,nsWiWXWe �53,� in 7ro\� 1<� 

anG 1aval 5O7& miGsKiSmen aW WKe 8niversiW\ oI ,llinois 
aGaSWeG Wo WKe cKallenJes SoseG E\ &O9,'-�� E\ orJani]inJ 
online WacWical Gecisions James �7'*s� Wo conWinXe WKeir 
miliWar\ eGXcaWion�

$s sWXGenWs SreSareG Wo GeSarW WKe 53, camSXs Ior WKe 
���� sSrinJ EreaN� WKe\ Zere aGviseG Wo ³overSacN´ in WKe 
evenW WKe EreaN Zas exWenGeG� 7Ke JraviW\ oI WKe imSacW 
oI &O9,'-�� Zas seWWinJ in� 6SrinJ EreaN Zas inGeeG 
exWenGeG� anG insWrXcWion evenWXall\ WransiWioneG online Ior 
WKe remainGer oI WKe semesWer� $W WKe Wime� , Zas enrolleG 
in ³(volXWion oI :arIare�´ an elecWive coXrse oႇereG as SarW 
oI WKe 5O7& cXrricXlXm� 7ransiWioninJ WKe coXrse online 
Zasn¶W iGeal� EXW iW Zas manaJeaEle� +oZever� , consiGereG 
WKe oXWriJKW cancellaWion oI ³0iliWar\ 6cience: $SSlieG 
/eaGersKiS /aE´ a SroElem as iW creaWeG a voiG in classroom 
anG SracWical WraininJ in miliWar\ sNills inclXGinJ oႇensive anG 
GeIensive oSeraWions anG SaWrollinJ� :iWK WKe reali]aWion WKaW 
WKe remainGer oI WKe semesWer ZoXlG Ee conGXcWeG virWXall\� 
, EeJan looNinJ Ior aGGiWional Za\s Wo conWinXe m\ miliWar\ 
eGXcaWion�

One oI WKe firsW reaGinJ selecWions assiJneG in ³(volXWion 
oI :arIare´ Zas 0arine &orSs 'ocWrinal 3XElicaWion �0&'3� 
1, :aU¿JhtiQJ� $s WKe son oI a 0arine �&ol &KrisWoSKer -� 
'oXJlas�� , Zas Iamiliar ZiWK 0&'3 � as iW Zas a IreTXenW WoSic 
oI conversaWion ZKen WKe WZo oI Xs enJaJeG in SroIessional 
miliWar\ anG WacWical GiscXssions� :e GeliEeraWeG oSWions Ior 
sXSSlemenWinJ WKe GiminisKeG 5O7& insWrXcWion� 

0\ IaWKer conWacWeG a colleaJXe anG IrienG Iormer 0arine 
0aM -oKn )� 6cKmiWW� ZKo is noW onl\ WKe aXWKor oI 0&'3 � 
EXW also a Sioneer in WKe Xse oI 7'*s in WKe 0arine &orSs� 
Wo inTXire iI Ke ZoXlG consiGer conGXcWinJ an online 7'* Ior 
53, 5O7& caGeWs� 6cKmiWW Zas inWriJXeG E\ WKe oSSorWXniW\ 
Wo menWor caGeWs� noW Wo menWion more WKan a liWWle EoreG Irom 
WKe &O9,' locNGoZn� anG oႇereG Wo conGXcW online 7'* 
sessions Ior WKe remainGer oI WKe sSrinJ semesWer� 6cKmiWW 
KaG serveG as WKe 0arine officer insWrXcWor �0O,� aW WKe 
8niversiW\ oI ,llinois 1aval 5O7& anG exWenGeG WKe inviWaWion 
Wo SarWiciSaWe in WKe SroIessional IorXm Wo WKe cXrrenW 0O, 
anG 0arine oSWion miGsKiSmen WKere� ,n WoWal� five caGeWs 
Irom 53,� five miGsKiSmen Irom WKe 8niversiW\ oI ,llinois� anG 
one miGsKiSman Irom 3enn 6WaWe SarWiciSaWeG in WKe online 
learninJ commXniW\� &ol 'oXJlas Zas a reJXlar SarWiciSanW� 
oႇerinJ insiJKWs Irom Kis oZn comEaW exSeriences� $lso 

roWaWinJ in anG oXW oI WKe sessions Zere oWKer comEaW 
veWerans� coJniWive scienWisWs anG oWKer researcKers� anG 
several firsW resSonGers looNinJ Wo Go someWKinJ similar in 
WKeir oZn fielG� 

7Ke oEMecWives oI WKis SroIessional learninJ commXniW\ 
Zere Wo: 

- ,mSrove WKe WacWical Gecision-maNinJ sNills oI WKe caGeWs 
anG miGsKiSmen� 

- ,mSrove NnoZleGJe oI WacWical conceSWs� ZeaSons 
cKaracWerisWics anG emSlo\menW� WerminoloJ\ anG s\mEoloJ\� 
anG 

- 3racWice issXinJ comEaW orGers ² all in virWXal siWXaWions 
cKaracWeri]eG E\ amEiJXiW\� XncerWainW\� XnSreGicWaEiliW\� 
cKanJeaEiliW\� Wime-SressXre� anG comSeWinJ�cKanJinJ Joals�

$W firsW� iW Zas inWimiGaWinJ Ior sWXGenWs Wo Kave Wo maNe 
WacWical Gecisions anG WKen GeIenG WKem in IronW oI WKeir 
Seers XnGer sXcK conGiWions� %XW WKe\ Zere all inWeresWeG 
anG commiWWeG Wo WKe oSSorWXniW\ Wo exSanG WKeir NnoZleGJe� 
GeveloS WKeir sNills� anG inWeracW ZiWK oWKer liNe-minGeG 
sWXGenWs� 3arWiciSaWinJ sWXGenWs Zere SroviGeG ZiWK an 
inviWaWion Wo connecW anG loJin Wo a virWXal learninJ sSace 
6cKmiWW creaWeG XsinJ =oom� 'XrinJ ZeeNl\ enJaJemenWs� 
SarWiciSanWs receiveG a comEaW orGer� JeneraWeG a WacWical 
Slan ZiWK limiWeG Wime� raSiGl\ GeveloSeG a IraJmenWar\ orGer� 
anG aZaiWeG a WXrn Wo issXe a IraJmenWar\ orGer anG GeIenG 
WKe raWionale Ior WKeir coXrse oI acWion�

6cKmiWW creaWeG a collaEoraWive EaWWle sSace XsinJ =oom 
WKaW inclXGeG cKaW� voice� anG an annoWaWaEle maS ZiWK 
movaEle XniW s\mEols�

7Ke IocXs Zas alZa\s on WeacKinJ WKe sWXGenWs KoZ Wo 
WKinN� noW ZKaW Wo WKinN� 6WXGenWs Zere alZa\s exSecWeG Wo 
exSlain WKeir Gecisions anG assessmenWs� 7Ke mosW common 
TXesWion 6cKmiWW asNeG Zas ³:K\"´ ³:K\ GiG \oX GeciGe 
WKaW"´ ³:K\ Go \oX WKinN WKaW"´ 6cKmiWW XseG WKe scenarios 
Wo inWroGXce Ne\ WacWical conceSWs liNe fix-anG-ÀanN� WemSo� 
main eႇorW� commanGer¶s inWenW� WKe reserve� anG sXrIaces 
anG JaSs�

:e IolloZeG WKe WKree rXles oI 7'*s:
�� ,I \oX¶re in WKe room� \oX¶re in WKe Jame� 7Kere is no 

KiGinJ� ,W¶s imSorWanW WKaW \oX Ieel liNe \oX coXlG Ee SXW on WKe 
sSoW aW an\ momenW� 7Kis rXle also ErinJs all SarWiciSanWs inWo 
WKe conversaWion anG inviWes all SersSecWive on WKe 7'* so 
Ze all learn Irom eacK oWKer�

�� $ll Gecisions mXsW Ee in WKe Iorm oI WKe orGers \oX Zill 
issXe� 3roviGinJ Gecisions in WKe Iorm oI an orGer alloZs Ior 
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A Screen Capture from the TDG “Contact at Nampanti”

The focus was always on teaching the students 
how to think, not what to think. Students were 
always expected to explain their decisions and 
assessments. The most common question 
Schmitt asked was “Why?” “Why did you decide 
that?” “Why do you think that?” 

caGeWs Wo GeveloS exSerience� confiGence� anG comSeWence 
ZiWK WKis WecKniTXe as WKe\ SreSare Ior issXinJ comEaW orGers 
as miliWar\ officers� 7Kere is also a moral elemenW Wo WaNinJ 
resSonsiEiliW\ anG acWinJ�

�� /eave \oXr ranN aW WKe Goor� ,W is imSorWanW WKaW all 
memEers sSeaN canGiGl\ reJarGless oI ranN� 7Ke onl\ WKinJ 
WKaW maWWers is WKe TXaliW\ oI \oXr Gecisions anG WKe sWrenJWK 
oI \oXr reasoninJ� $s a resXlW� all memEers Xse Sersonal call 
siJns Wo aGGress eacK oWKer as Seers�

7KroXJKoXW WKe remainGer oI WKe semesWer� all sWXGenWs 
GeveloSeG an enKanceG aEiliW\ Wo GeciGe� commXnicaWe anG 
acW�  6cKmiWW SroviGeG IeeGEacN on WacWical SlanninJ� orGer 
GeveloSmenW XnGer Wime consWrainWs� anG orGer issXinJ 
WecKniTXes� OWKer EenefiWs inclXGeG learninJ GocWrinal 
WerminoloJ\� maS s\mEoloJ\� anG ZeaSons caSaEiliWies� 
7Ke ZeeNl\ 7'*s Zere sXSSlemenWeG ZiWK occasional 
SroIessional arWicles� 

:Kile WKe 5O7& cXrricXlXm SroviGes a IrameZorN Ior 
insWrXcWion ZiWK resSecW Wo $rm\ reJXlaWions �$5s�� fielG 
manXals �)0s�� anG sWanGarGi]eG reSorWs� WKe 7'*s oI 
WKis GisWincWion alloZ Ior inWeracWions anG immersion Wo a 
level WKaW reTXires criWical anal\sis anG s\nWKesis in orGer Wo 
commXnicaWe anG execXWe a mission� /aE�fielG exercises� 
ZKicK JranW caGeWs on-WKe-MoE WraininJ� are an imSorWanW 
IaceW in caGeW GeveloSmenW� KoZever� laE can Eecome a 
linear Srocess� :eeNl\� caGeWs receive WKeir missions on 
0onGa\� oSeraWion orGers �O3O5'6� E\ 7XesGa\� aWWenG 
laE�fielG WraininJ on 7KXrsGa\ �execXWinJ a sWanGarG \earl\ 
cXrricXlXm�� anG conGXcW an aIWer acWion revieZ �$$5�� $s a 
resXlW� laE can Eecome a cKecN-WKe-Eox exercise� &onversel\� 
7'*s� aW leasW as Ze Kave Gone WKem� are ÀXiG� oSen-enGeG� 
anG ever cKanJinJ� oႇerinJ a JreaWer oSSorWXniW\ Ior caGeW 
GeveloSmenW anG WKe inKerenW coJniWive Gimension WKaW 
orJanicall\ GeveloSs WKroXJK WKe SracWical Xse oI criWical 

WKinNinJ� 7Ke exSerience Kas Eeen liNe no oWKer WraininJ , 
Kave receiveG�

6KorWl\ aIWer WKe enG oI WKe semesWer� WKe ,llinois 0arine 
oSWion miGsKiSmen GeSarWeG Ior Officer &anGiGaWe 6cKool� 
EXW WKe 53, caGeWs reTXesWeG WKe oSSorWXniW\ Wo conWinXe 
ZiWK WKe WraininJ exSerience� 7Ke WraininJ conWinXes anG 
Kas since exSanGeG Wo inclXGe a Iorce-on-Iorce exercise 
Wo simXlaWe WKe cKaoWic anG XnSreGicWaEle G\namics oI WZo 
KosWile� inWelliJenW aGversaries� eacK Wr\inJ Wo imSose iWselI 
XSon WKe oWKer�

7aNinJ ever\WKinJ inWo accoXnW� WKose oI Xs SarWiciSaWinJ 
exSanGeG oXr NnoZleGJe oI miliWar\ WacWics anG increaseG 
oXr aEiliW\ Wo recoJni]e SaWWerns� assess siWXaWions� maNe 
Gecisions� anG commXnicaWe orGers Wo sXEorGinaWes� ,n a 
recenW )UoP the *UeeQ 1oteEooN arWicle� ³:K\ :e $ll 1eeG 
Wo 'eveloS a 'ail\ +aEiW oI 5eaGinJ�´ 0$- -oe %\erl\ sWaWes� 
³7Ke oXWEreaN oI Zar W\Sicall\ caWcKes a naWion anG iWs armies 
E\ sXrSrise� 1one oI Xs NnoZ iI or ZKen Ze Zill Ee calleG XSon 
Wo leaG IormaWions in EaWWle� 7Kis is ZK\ Wime is so criWical� 
anG Ze neeG Wo maNe iW oXr all\�´ 7Kis conceSW Kas noW Eeen 
losW on WKe caGeWs SarWiciSaWinJ in 7'*s Ior WKe lasW IoXr-SlXs 
monWKs� $lWKoXJK WKe on-camSXs SlaWIorm oI insWrXcWion anG 
learninJ enGeG in earl\ 0arcK� oXr SreSaraWion Wo Eecome 
$rm\ officers conWinXeG WKroXJK cKallenJinJ scenarios� 
learneG Irom seasoneG miliWar\ officers� ZKicK GeveloSeG 

oXr sNills anG comSeWence� 
XlWimaWel\ enKancinJ WKe 
arW anG science oI miliWar\ 
leaGersKiS�
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